REGULAR MEETING
TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN
DECEMBER 16, 2025
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown, County of Essex and State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7563 Court Street, Elizabethtown, NY 12932 on December 16, 2025, and the public were welcome to attend.
PRESENT: Cathleen Reusser-Supervisor	
		Jeffrey Allott-Councilperson
		Ben Morris-Councilperson
		William Wright-Councilperson
		Adam Bailey-Councilperson
GUESTS:	Charlie Moisan, Evelyn Hatch, Mary McGowan, Patti Doyle and Harry Gough.
This meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM.
MINUTES
RESOLUTION NO. 174-25
Motion to approve the November 18, 2025, Public Hearing minutes offered by Councilperson Allott and seconded by Councilperson Bailey. All in favor. Motion carried. 
AYES- 5	Supervisor Reusser			NAYS-0
		Councilperson Allott
		Councilperson Bailey
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Wright
RESOLUTION NO. 175-25
Motion to approve the November 18, 2025, Regular Meeting minutes offered by Councilperson Morris and seconded by Councilperson Wright. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser			NAYS-0
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Wright
		Councilperson Bailey
		Councilperson Morris
RESOLUTION NO. 176-25
Motion to approve the December 2, 2025, Wastewater/Capital Water Project/Regular meeting minutes offered by Councilperson Allott and seconded by Councilperson Wright. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser			NAYS-0
		Councilperson Allott
		Councilperson Wright
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Bailey
BUSINESS:
1. CAPITAL WATER PROJECT-UPDATE-The first production well that was drilled at the Footbridge site did not come in at a level that was acceptable to Hydro Source. In discussion as to where the next production well. Will now have to dig 2 new productions wells. Discussion on this and where they want to dig the next wells. 
2. The Supervisor explained that the County Highway Department is on a well and that they ran out of water this summer. She said she has discussed with them the possibility of going on the Town’s water. No decision has been made and are only in discussion. They would be considered out of district.
3. WASTEWATER TREATMENT-UPDATE, NBRC GRANT AWARD LETTER- The Town has received the official notification that it has received the NBRC Grant. It will be ½ million to advance design on Wastewater. 
- Next Wastewater meeting will be January 6, 2026 at 1:30 PM.
4. COBBLE HILL GOLF COURSE-END OF SEASON REPORT, RES TO PURCHASE EQUIPMENT-The CHGC Superintendent would like to purchase a used tractor and a hopper for spreading material. He found a used 2018 tractor with 3800 hours on it for $20,000.00. Would like a resolution to reinvest the profit that the course has made to purchase the tractor and also to use the rest of the insurance monies that was left over from the repair of the CHGC roof. Would like to pay for the tractor over 5 years. Discussion on this. Councilperson Allott expressed that while the books look good for the Course, they are not the final tallies. Doesn’t account for certain things and would like to not use extra monies right now. He feels the hours on the tractor are too much for the Town to purchase.. 
Councilperson Wright said should shop around. 
Will wait on this purchase until more is known.
-The Supervisor said she has talked to Lloyd Curry and Mellissa Furnia and would discuss it with the Board in Executive Session.
5. NOBLE TERRACE-PROJECT UPDATE, 80% PLANS NEXT WEEK, FULL PLAN EARLY JANUARY 2026-The Supervisor said she spoke with Charlies Tutunjian about the Noble Terrace Bridge. The design plan is 80% completed and will give to the Supervisor on Monday. Full plan with a bid package will be submitted to the Town in January so can go out to RFP.
6. BRONSON WAY MINE-APA PUBLIC NOTICE MAJOR PROJECT LETTER- Just waiting for the final permit to come.
7. DEP. WATER SUPERINTENDENT-POSITION ADVERTISED-This position has been advertised for. No response yet.
8. SKATING RINK-DOOR QUOTES-The monitor heater at the rink is working intermittently. The Board decided to get pricing for a new one. There is electric heat that is kept on low. 
- The Supervisor got 2 quotes for replacing the door which she explained about. Bryant Lumber’s quote is $1062.00, and Curtis Lumber’s is $1274.00. The Town will do the install. 
RESOLUTION NO. 177-25
Motion to purchase the door from Bryant Lumber offered by Councilpersons Bailey and seconded by Councilperson Allott. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser		NAYS-0
		Councilperson Bailey
		Councilperson Allott
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Wright
9. BAR MARY McGOWEN-REAPPOINT FOR A 5-YEAR TERM, OCTOBER 1, 2025-SEPTEMBER 31, 2030- 
RESOLUTION NO. 178-2025
Motion to reappoint Mary McGowen to the BAR for a 5-year term from October 1, 2025, to September 31, 2030, offered by Councilperson Wright and seconded by Councilperson Allott. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser		NAYS-0
		Councilperson Wright
		Councilperson Allott
		Councilperson Bailey
		Councilperson Morris
10. TRAIL CENTER-PROPANE/FIREPLACE-MX Fuels went to the trail center to fix the propane fireplace. They found a problem with the system and will be returning to repair.  Discussion on this.
11. The Supervisor stated that NYS DEC Region 5 is inviting the public to its annual Holiday Party at Ray Brook Headquarters on the 18th from 2:30 PM to 4 PM.
12.	Received a thank you note from Marilyn Jordan for the Towns Collecting and donating to the Community Food Shelf. 
13. The Supervisor asked Councilperson Bailey to look at the Capitol Water read-out that Fred Bickford sent to the Town. Councilperson Bailey reviewed it and explained it.
14. Councilperson Allott explained that at Otis Mountain they have done upgrades on the ski slope and if the Town can provide insurance, then the public can ski there for no charge. The town’s insurance company agreed to this additional insurance, and it will also cover other sports on the Town properties. It will cost $1275.00 and a resolution is needed to add this volunteer accidental insurance to the Towns Policy.
RESOLUTION NO. 179-25
Motion to add volunteer accident insurance to the Towns Insurance Policy offered by Councilperson Wright and seconded by Councilperson Bailey. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser		NAYS-0
		Councilperson Wright
		Councilperson Bailey
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Allott
15. In 2023 the County began receiving Occupancy Tax from ROOST. In 2024 there was over 7 million dollars in Occupancy Tax raised in Essex County. Out of this came a rubric for how they disperse that money to the Towns evenly. They take 60% of the money and that is evenly distributed to the Towns in Essex County. The other 40% is distributed based on population and the number of Short-Term Rentals you have in your Town. The Town of Elizabethtown has been receiving this tax. We had a $28,000.00 disbursement in June and will get another in January 2026.  The county developed guidelines on how that money was to be used. The Board has that document, and the Supervisor would like to have a resolution adopting this guidance. 
RESOLUTION NO. 180-25
Motion for the Town to adopt the same guidelines as Essex County for Occupancy tax which is called Municipal Expenditure of Essex County Occupancy Tax Revenues (see attached) offered by Councilperson Allott and seconded by Councilperson Morris. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser		NAYS-0
		Councilperson Allott
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Bailey
		Councilperson Wright
COMMITTEES:
16. HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT-No discussion.
17. WATER DISTRICT-Discussed already.
18. BUILDING & CODES-List of last months activities provided to the Board.
19. PLANNING BOARD/ZONING BOARD-E-mail sent to them all regarding training that is coming up.
20. COBBLE HILL GOLF COURSE-Discussed already.
21. YOUTH COMMISSION-Playing basketball now and the skating rink is open-earliest in a decade!
22. TRAILS-Councilperson Allott said that there had been a Christmas Party at the Hub.
23. GARBAGE-No discussion.
24. DCO-NYS Ags. and Markets opened a round of grant funding for building or upgrading dog confinement facilities. Looking at trying to get a facility here in town. 
25. The Organizational meeting will be held January 20th at 6pm before the Regular meeting.
FINANCIALS:
TRANSFERS
RESOLUTION NO. 181-25
Motion to approve the Transfers offered by Councilperson Wright and seconded by Councilperson Morris. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser		NAYS-0
		Councilperson Wright
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Bailey
		Councilperson Allott
SUPERVISORS REPORT
RESOLUTION NO. 182-25
Motion to approve the Supervisors Report offered by Councilperson Allott and seconded by Councilperson Bailey. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser		NAYS-0
		Councilperson Allott
		Councilperson Bailey
		Councilperson Wright
		Councilperson Morris
PAY ALL BILLS
RESOLUTION NO. 183-25
Motion to pay all bills for Abstract #12 ABS 519-568 offered by Councilperson Wright and seconded by Councilperson Allott. All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser		NAYS-0
		Councilperson Wright
		Councilperson Allott
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Bailey
Resolved that the following bills be paid:
				Paid:				Unpaid:
General Fund		$11,314.28		$  18,502.01
Highway fund		$            0.00		$     4,276.89
Sidewalk District	$ 	    0.00		$              0.00
Garbage District	$            0.00		$            77.50
Lighting District		$            0.00		$      1,801.10
Water District 1		$            0.00		$             75.00
Water District 3		$             0.00		$    83,564.99
Totals:			$ 11,314.28		$  108,297.49	



ENDING REMARKS:
RESOLUTION NO. 184-25
Motion to honor former Supervisor Noel Merrihew for his many years as Town Supervisor and other duties for the Town of Elizabethtown. He was a pinnacle figure in this Town and was a wonderful person with a great sense of humor. A staunch family man and someone who treated everyone with dignity and grace. 
-Councilperson Morris explained that he was also active for the town before he was Supervisor as a member in the Youth Commission and as Assessor. In Highschool he was active in student government.
-Doc Moisan expressed what a good guy he was.
-Councilperson Wright said he was also a veteran.
-Town Clerk Cross expressed how much he is missed.
-The Supervisor offered the Towns condolences to his family.  
This motion was offered by Councilperson Allott and by Councilperson Morris and was unanimously seconded.
AYES-5	Supervisor Reusser		NAYS-0
		Councilperson Allott
		Councilperson Morris
		Councilperson Wright
		Councilperson Bailey
This meeting was adjourned at 7:35 PM.
Respectfully submitted,


Janet E. Cross,
Town Clerk
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