


REGULAR MEETING 
TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN
JANUARY 20, 2026
 
A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown, County of Essex and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7563 Court Street, Elizabethtown, NY 12932 on January 20, 2026, and the public were welcome to attend. 
 
PRESENT: Cathleen Reusser - Supervisor
Ben Morris - Councilperson
Jeffery Allott - Councilperson
Adam Bailey - Councilperson
ABSENT WITH EXCUSE: William Wright - Councilperson
GUEST: Evelyn Hatch, Mary McGowan, Dr. Moisan,  
Harry Gough, Loren Allen, Wayne Shepard, Harry Caldwell
Kaley Basile and Aaron Woolf.

RESOLUTION 43-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Morris to approve the December 16, 2025, minutes and seconded by Councilperson Allott. All in favor,               
motioned carried.
AYES- 4 Supervisor Reusser                         NAYS - 0
                 Councilperson Allott
                 Councilperson Bailey
                 Councilperson Morris
· Supervisor Reusser asked for a motion to approve the Wastewater/ Capital Water meeting on January 6, 2026.

RESOLUTION 44-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Allott.  All in favor, motioned carried.
AYES- 4 Supervisor Reusser                        NAYS - 0
                 Councilperson Allott
                 Councilperson Bailey
                 Councilperson Morris
Supervisor Reusser asked Councilperson Allott to speak about the Trail Center and the people who are on the committee.  He spoke briefly about how busy the trail committee is working on the various trails around here.  He thought it was a good idea at this time to have the committee come to town board meetings  to inform them about the committee and introduce some of the people on the committee and make them aware of how active the committee is and answer any questions that the town board might have regarding the trail center and the work they do on the trails around the area.  At this time Councilman Allott introduced Loren Allen who is on the committee and on the BETA board.  He spoke about the Elizabethtown Trail Center and informed the board how the committee is interested in improving the existing trails and developing more trails. He explained that the trails are becoming increasingly popular and are being used.  He would like to come up with a master plan that would involve a contractor to develop new trails and work that needs to be done on the existing trails already being used.   Mr. Allen mentioned that the committee is looking for formal support from the town to help with this.
· He also spoke about the East Branch Trails in Keene, NY and how successful it has been for the residents of Keene and surrounding communities. 
· Harry Caldwell introduced himself and spoke briefly about the various trials around the area and how they are used.
RESOLUTION 45-26
Councilperson Bailey made the motion to spend up to $2500.00 for the purpose of developing a master plan for the Cobble Hill Trail System, second by Councilperson Allott.  All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES - Supervisor Reusser                   NAYES - 0
               Councilperson Allott
               Councilperson Morris
               Councilperson Bailey

Capital Water Project:
· Supervisor Reusser gave an update on the project.  Informed the board of their meeting a couple of weeks ago. There is an evaluation being carried out and records being sought because of the park being labeled as a Picnic/Bathing Park.
· Found out that an abstract on the Footbridge property was done in 2011 by Holcombe Abstracts and was waiting to receive a copy of that abstract.
· It is being determined whether a park or playground will determine if there will be some potential issues in developing the property that is labeled as a park to have infrastructure on that property. Once we have more solid information, she will forward the information from Attorney Matt Fuller and he will provide his legal opinion as to what our next step will have to be.

WASTEWATER:
· Councilperson Bailey mentioned he spoke to Beth Gilles from the Lake Champlain-Lake George Regional Planning Board about any federal grants just as an alternative back up to the state grant that is potential coming through.  
· Greg Stwart and team are moving ahead with the 30 % design with the NBRC money and hope to have it ready by summer.  Having a more advanced design will make those grants we apply for in the summer more competitive.   
DPW:
· Not much going on there besides getting ready for all the storms 
· Going to have them take down all the Christmas wreaths when things quite down.  Some of the wreaths have been banged up or fallen because of the high winds.

GOLF COURSE:
· Not much activity there this time of year besides some of the skiers and people sliding.
 
RESOLUTION NO: 46-26
Motion to allow use of the Cobble Hill Golf Course for the Doc Lopez run on April 25, 2026, offered by Councilperson Allott, Seconded by Councilperson Morris.  All in favor.  Motioned carried.
Ayes – 4 Supervisor Reusser               NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Allott
                   Councilperson Morris
                   Councilperson Bailey         

RESOLUTION NO. 47-26
A Resolution authorizing that Cathleen Reusser, Town Supervisor, is empowered to act on behalf of the Town of Elizabethtown as the Authorized Official to sign and execute all necessary documents relating to the Northern Border Regional Commission 2025 Opportunity Grant Program and grant award.
Resolved by the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown as follows:

WHEREAS the Town of Elizabethtown is applying for $500,000 in NBRC funding for the preconstruction activities for the proposed wastewater collection and treatment system.

NOW THEREFORE, the Town Supervisor Cathleen Reusser is hereby authorized, on behalf of the Town of Elizabethtown, to apply for, accept, and expend grants funds from the Northern Borders Regional Commission (NBRC).  The named authorized official has permission to sign all NBRC investment documents that bind the applicant.
This Resolution is offered by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Morris.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
AYES – 4 Supervisor Reusser            NAYS - 0
                  Councilperson Allott
                  Councilperson Morris 
                  Councilperson Bailey  
        
NYS STATE PARKS & GRANTS:

· Supervisor Reusser spoke about the NYS Parks & Recreation Grant ($222,000.00) which is a 50/50 grant.  The grant for now is just for Windsor Park and not Deep Hollow. Some years ago, a plan was made for Windsor Park, but new plans must be brought up to date.







RESOLUTION NO. 48-26
Motion to permeation advertise for an RFP for a landscape architect for the NYS State Parks & Recreation Grant was offered by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey.  All in favor.  Motioned carried.
AYES – Supervisor Reusser                                   NAYES – 0
                Councilperson Allott
                Councilperson Morris
                Councilperson Bailey

NOBLE TERRACE:
· Supervisor Reusser spoke with Charles Tutunjian from H & T Engineering today and he is ready to send out the bid package on the Noble Terrace bridge.  Supervisor Reusser asked for a motion.
· Councilperson Bailey asked if there were any timelines they must meet for construction to start in the spring.
· Supervisor Reusser said cedar trees will have to be cut down before April 1st because of the long-eared brown bat habit.
· Also, will not be able to get into the river before the end of May and the contractor will have to also order forty-foot beams before starting. She would like everything ready and done so the contractor will be able to start after May.

RESOLUTION NO. 49-26
Motion for the Town to advertise a bid package for the Noble Terrace bridge.  Councilperson Bailey made the motion, seconded by Councilperson Morris.  All in favor.  Motioned carried.
AYES – Supervisor Reusser                                      NAYES - 0
               Councilperson Allott
               Councilperson Morris
               Councilperson Bailey

NYS AG & MARKETS DOG CONFINEMENT BUILDING GRANT:
· Supervisor Reusser informed the board she is working with Anna Reynolds on this grant.  Letters of support have gone out.  Grant will pay for the building; location is still the subject of discussion.  The town would be responsible for the pouring of the slab and the utilities to be hooked up but the cost of the building would be covered by the grant.
RESOLUTION NO.  50-26
Motion was made by Councilperson Allott to apply for the NYS Ag’s & Market Grant, seconded by Councilperson Bailey.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
AYES – Supervisor Reusser                                       NAYES – 0
                Councilperson Allott
                Councilperson Morris
                Councilperson Bailey

BRONSON WAY MINE:

· Supervisor Reusser informed the board that she received the permit from the APA.  The original permit was filed with the County Clerk.

DEPUTY WATER SUPERINTENDENT:

· Supervisor Reusser informed the board that she had received one application for the position but wanted to advertise again.

RESOLUTION NO. 51-26
Motion was made by Councilperson Allott to submit advertisement through Essex County Personnel again for the position of Deputy Water Superintendent, seconded by Councilperson Bailey.
All in favor. Motion carried.
AYES – Supervisor Reusser                                     NAYES - 0
               Councilperson Allott
               Councilperson Morris
               Councilperson Bailey

CLEANER APPLICATIONS:

· Supervisor Reusser informed the board that she received seven applications for the position.  All were very good applications but has two people that she is interested in interviewing.  Once a decision is made, she will let the board know.



SKATING RINK:

· Skating rink has been very busy.  

AED INFORMATION:
· Supervisor Reusser informed the board that we have currently two AED’s, one in the town hall and one at the golf course.  Yet there are people at the trail center, skating rink and various fields.  Also, the highway department does not have one and she feels one should be there.  She is currently working with the ambulance department and Essex County for resources as to where to purchase five new ones.  The company we deal with now will give us a $250.00 rebate if we purchase from them but there are two other companies that she has dealt with in the past.  One is Cardiac Life and the other is Zollis.  The company she prefers is Zollis because their AEDs are fully automated.  The cost of the AEDs is around $1700.00 so she is looking to see if there are any grants out there to apply for to cover the cost, otherwise she will come back to the board to purchase five AEDs.

CODES:
· Supervisor Reusser explained that the current codes books we have are old and outdated.  She is looking for a resolution to purchase the 2025 Code Collection.

RESOLUTION 52-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott to purchase the 2025 NYS Code collection with NYSASHRAE for a total cost of $1,236.60 which also includes a pdf version, seconded by Councilperson Bailey. All in favor.  Motion carried.
AYES – 4    Supervisor Reusser                                  NAYES - 0
                      Councilperson Allott
                      Councilperson Morris
                      Councilperson Bailey





FINANCIALS FROM THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
· Supervisor Reusser asked if all board members had the chance to look over the 2025 financials from each judge.  If so, she is looking for a resolution to accept the 2025 financials from Judge Deming and Judge Olcott.
RESOLUTION: 53-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Allott to accept the 2025 financials from Judge Deming and Judge Olcott.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
AYES:  - 4       Supervisor Reusser                                   NAYES – 0
                           Councilperson Allot
                           Councilperson Morris
                           Councilperson Bailey

FINANCIALS:
· Transfers – No transfers for this month.

SUPERVISORS REPORT:
RESOLUTION 54-26:
A motion to approve the Supervisor’s Report was offered by Councilperson Morris and seconded by Councilperson Allott.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
AYES:  - 4       Supervisor Reusser                                   NAYES – 0
                           Councilman Allot
                           Councilman Morris
                           Councilman Bailey

PAY ALL BILLS:
RESOLUTION 55-26:
A motion was made to pay bills for Abstract #1 ABS 1-51 offered by Councilman Allott and seconded by Councilman Morris.  All in favor.  Motion carried.
AYES – 4   Supervisor Reusser                                           NAYES - 0
                      Councilperson Allott
                      Councilperson Morris
                      Councilperson Bailey




                                                         PAID:                                       UNPAID: 
General Fund                            $576.00                                   $104,238.90
Highway Fund                                                                               $   42,971.42                Sidewalk District                                                                                        66.40
Garbage District                                                                                       832.73
Lighting District                                                                                     2,263.94
Water District #1                                                                                          45.00
Water District #2                                                                              161,747.15
Totals:                                            $576.00                                    $312,165.64
                                                                               $312,741.54

COMMENTS:
Councilperson Bailey and Councilperson Allott questioned the Verizon bill as to why it is so much this month.  Supervisor Reusser said she would investigate it and let them know. 


The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 PM.


Respectfully Submitted,



Patti L Doyle
Town Clerk
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