


REGULAR BOARD MEETING
TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN
MAY 19, 2026
A regular meeting of the Town of Board of the Town of Elizabethtown, County of Essex and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7563 Court Street, Elizabethtown, New York 12932 on May 19, 2026, and the public was welcomed to attend.
PRESENT: Cathleen Reusser – Supervisor
                       Jeffrey Allott – Councilperson
                       Ben Morris – Councilperson
                       Adam Bailey – Councilperson
                       William Wright – Councilperson
GUEST: Evelyn Hatch, Mary McGowan, Margaret Bartley, Dr. Moisan and Harry Gough.
Supervisor Reusser called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
RESOLUTION: 91-26 
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Morris to approve the minutes of the April 21, 2026, Regular Board Meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 5 Supervisor Reusser                             NAYES – 0
                   Councilperson Bailey
                   Councilperson Morris
                   Councilperson Allott
                   Councilperson Wright
RESOLUTION: 92-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Allott to approve the minutes of the May 6, 2026, Wastewater & Capital Water Project. All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 5 Supervisor Reusser                             NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Bailey
                   Councilperson Allott
                   Councilperson Morris
                   Councilperson Wright
Supervisor Reusser introduced Margaret Bartley who had asked to do a presentation on Lafayette Mason.
Margaret Bartley handed out information on Lafayette Mason.  She then gave a presentation on Mr. Mason who came from Clinton County.  He married and lived in New Russia with his family.  He purchased 351 acres of land from the famous abolitionist Gerrit Smith in 1860.  Lafayette Mason was a skilled collier and produced the hardwood charcoal required for the iron forges at Split Rock Falls and New Russia. He enlisted in the Civil War in Company G of the 118th New York Volunteer Infantry and left his sons in charge.  While in the war he was captured and held prisoner in Salisbury prison in North Carolina where he almost died.  He was used in a prisoner exchange and returned home only to learn he had lost his property due to foreclosure. He eventually moved his family to the Dakota Territory, where he died in 1879 at the age of 52.  
Margaret asked if the Town of Elizabethtown would pass a resolution naming Mason Mountain the Lafayette Mason Mountain.
RESOLUTION: 93-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey in support of pursuing naming the mountain (latitude 44.15324, longitude 73.65661), Lafayette Mason Mountain after Lafayette Mason.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 5 Supervisor Reusser                           NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Allot
                   Councilperson Bailey
                   Councilperson Wright
                   Councilperson Morris
RESOLUTION:94-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey and seconded by Councilperson Wright to establish Standard Workday hours for elected positions.  
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Elizabethtown/30133 hereby established the following standard workdays for these titles and will report the officials to the New York State and Local Retirement based on their record of activities. 
Town Supervisor - six hours.  
Councilpersons - six hours.  
DPW Superintendent - eight hours. 
All in favor, motion carried.




AYES – 5 Supervisor Reusser                              NAYES – 0
                  Councilperson Bailey
                  Councilperson Wright
                  Councilperson Allott
                  Councilperson Morris
FEMA:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned that FEMA is back at work and that she has a meeting with them tomorrow.
CAPITAL WATER PORJECT:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned that on Thursday, May 21st she would
be walking some properties that were evaluated by the hydrogeologist and were found to potentially be productive well sites.  She will be walking the properties with the engineer and the owners.  
WASTEWATER PROJECT:
Suozzo, Doty & Associates are working on thirty percent design development.  Supervisor Reusser discussed that she also is working with ANCA and Adam DeSantis from ROOST to become Climate Smart as well as Pro Housing for grant purposes.  She also asked Councilperson Morris if he would be part of a task force committee that she needs to form not only because it is required but also, she would like a person on the committee that owns a business in the community.  She explained that in order to become bronze or silver certified there are different tiers and, in each tier, there are activities and projects that the town must complete to get points for these grants. Some tasks have already been completed but not applied to Climate Smart on what has been accomplished. This is a complex project and why we are getting assistance to help complete it.   Councilperson Bailey explained that they want us to meet the criteria to help us qualify for different grants.
NOBLE TERRACE:
Work has started on the bridge, and should be completed
in the next three months.
DPW:
Highway department has been busy.  They are raking and mowing and cleaning up from this past winter.  They will also be painting a new crosswalk at the new physical therapy building for the hospital.
Councilperson Morris mentioned that he spoke with Jack and they did receive their new excavator for the department.  He also mentioned that Jack said all the equipment and vehicles that went out to bid were sold and the profit was $20,000.00.
GOLF COURSE:
The golf course opened on the 26th, they have been very busy. Lots of interest in additional rentals for organizations having parties and different events.  Mike Dunsmore mentioned that there are more members and green fees so far this year.  There are tournaments already booked for the summer and new apparel in the golf shop.
Mr. Dunsmore also mentioned that he would like more signs made for owners with dogs because there are problems with people walking their dogs at the golf course and not cleaning up after them.  Supervisor Reusser mentioned that the town will be purchasing dispensers for the park and footbridge and provide the golf course with more dispensers.
NYS PARKS AND REC GRANT:
Supervisor Reusser discussed that she met with Colliers Engineering & Design regarding Windsor Park.  They did a walk through and discussed ideas for the park and when the final design is complete, she will share it with the board.
Councilperson Wright asked if the grant included Beaver Dam.  Supervisor Reusser said that the APA denied that design for different reasons and she would be glad to share the letter with him.

NYS AG & MARKETS DOG CONFINEMENT BLDG GRANT:
Application has been submitted, no new information.

ESSEX COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL GRANT:
Supervisor Reusser was asked for a resolution to be Administrator for the Arts Council Grant on behalf of Janice Kyle who received the grant.
RESOLUTION: 95-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Morris for the Town of Elizabethtown to be the Administrator of the Art Council Grant for Janice Kyle. All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 5 Supervisor Reusser                            NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Allott
                   Councilperson Morris
                   Councilperson Wright
                   Councilperson Bailey 

VERIZON:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that she has been working with a representative from Verizon, Richard Medvitz, who has been helping her out with the bills the town was receiving on a phone line that ran from the chlorination building down to Water Street, back up to the storage building and then back  up to the chlorination building.  The town was being charged for a phone line and number that never had any data or maintenance on the line.  Supervisor Reusser feels the town is in a good position where we will not be responsible for the money owed.

PUBLIC SECTOR:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board regarding a Public Sector Consultant group that will develop and implement an employee handbook for the Town of Elizabethtown at a cost of $5200.00.  Councilperson Bailey asked if there were any other towns looking to do employee handbooks where we could split the cost.
The discussion was tabled for now.
TRAILS:
Councilperson Allott mentioned the trails are about ninety percent
cleaned up from the winter.  He mentioned that in August the New York Adventure Racing will be coming through Westport and Elizabethtown and in September the Eastern State Cup will be held at Otis and will bring in around three to four hundred people.

Supervisor Reusser mentioned that Mike McCarroll is back in town.

RESOLUTION: 96-26
A motion to accept all transfers was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Morris to accept all transfers. All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 5 Supervisor Reusser                           NAYES – 0
                   Councilperson Bailey
                   Councilperson Morris
                   Councilperson Wright
                   Councilperson Allott




RESOLUTION: 97-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Wright to accept the financial report. All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 5   Supervisor Reusser                                  NAYES – 0
                     Councilperson Allott
                     Councilperson Wright
                     Councilperson Morris
                     Councilperson Bailey

RESOLUTION: 98-26
A motion to pay bills for Abstract #5 ABS 177-229 was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Wright.   All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 5   Supervisor Reusser                   NAYES - 0
                    Councilperson Allott
                    Councilperson Wright
                    Councilperson Morris
                    Councilperson Bailey
              
                                                PAID                                             UNPAID
General Fund                  $2,682.16                                   $60,889.09
Highway Fund                                                                         $98,306.94
Ambulance Fund
Lighting District             $1,632.68
Garbage                                                                                             $81.40
Water District # 1              $135.57                                            $25.00
Water District #3               $865.71                                     $6,181.92
TOTAL                                 $5,316.12                                $165,484.35
                                                                     $170,800.47
Meeting Adjourned at 6:35 PM.

Respectfully submitted,


Patti L Doyle
Town Clerk
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