


REGULAR BOARD MEETING
TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN
July 21, 2026, 2026
A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown, County of Essex and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7563 Court Street, Elizabethtown, New York 12932 on June 16, 2026, and the public was welcome to attend.
PRESENT: Cathleen Reusser – Supervisor
                       Jeffrey Allott – Councilperson
                       Adam Bailey – Councilperson
ABSENT:   Ben Morris – Councilperson
                      William Wright – Councilperson
GUESTS: Harry Gough, Dr. Moisan, Patrica Walsh, Marsha Fenimore, Glen Shafer and Greg Cunningham.
  
Supervisor Reusser called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
RESOLUTION: 99-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2026, Regular Board Meeting. All in favor, motion carried.
AYES - 3 Supervisor Reusser                                               NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Allott
                   Councilperson Bailey
RESOLUTION: 100-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Allott to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2026, Wastewater & Capital Water Project.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 3 Supervisor Reusser                                               NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Bailey
                   Councilperson Allott
CAPITAL WATER:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that the engineers from Suozzo, Doty & Associates, property owners and herself walked the property on Route 9N that the town is interested in for the location of the redundant drinking water well site.  Supervisor Reusser is very optimistic that they will be able to work something out.  
WASTEWATER TREATMENT: 
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that she needs a resolution to apply for NYSDEC WQIP Grant for 2026. She also explained that it was going to be a thirty-eight million dollar project and the Town of Elizabethtown would be responsible for paying twenty-five percent of the amount owed. 
RESOLUTION: 101-26
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE 2026 NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (WQIP) PROGRAM FOR A NEW WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY.

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) has made grant funding available through the Fiscal Year 2026 Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP) Program to assist municipalities with projects that improve water quality, enhance climate resiliency, reduce flood risks, restore habitat, and protect drinking water sources, including wastewater infrastructure improvements projects; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Elizabethtown proposes to construct a new wastewater treatment system to serve areas currently reliant upon individual septic systems and to improve water quality within the community; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Elizabethtown intends to apply for the funding through 2026 Water Quality Improvement Project(WQIP) Program and commits to providing the required local match of twenty-five percent (25%) of the total eligible project cost, in accordance with program requirements;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown 
Hereby authorizes the Town Supervisor to submit an application to the NYSDEC 2026 Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP) Program for funding assistance for the proposed Wastewater Treatment Facility Project; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is authorized to execute all applications, certifications, agreements, and other documents necessary to apply for and, if awarded, accept and administer WQIP funding on behalf of the Town of Elizabethtown.










A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Allott to authorize submission of a grant application to the 2026 New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Water Quality Improvement Program for a new Wastewater Treatment Facility and adopted upon a roll-call vote as follows:                                                                                                
                 Councilperson Bailey - YES
                 Councilperson Allott – YES
                 Supervisor Reusser – YES
With three yes votes, this motion carried.

ABSENT: Councilperson Wright
                    Councilperson Morris

NOBLE TERRACE:
The construction of the new bridge is on schedule.  They have poured the foundations and stem walls. 

FOOTBRIDGE FEMA PROJECT:
The project consists of the slope erosion, foundation scour and the gabion retaining wall replacement at the Footbridge.  In discussion with Charles Tutunjian from H & T Engineering, they felt strongly that the most urgent part of the repair is the slope and getting permits to get in the water.  Supervisor Reusser mentioned that she has a FEMA meeting on Thursday to discuss the project and break it down into two phases because of the deadline of being out of the water by November 15th. 
· 1st phase – Repairing the slope erosion 
· 2nd phase – Repairing the foundation scour and the retaining wall next year.
Supervisor Reusser asked for a motion to sign the LOA with H & T Engineering to get the project started.  She also mentioned that she will email the design of the project to the board and Harry Gough who is on the Elizabethtown Planning Board.
RESOLUTION 102-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Allott for Supervisor Reusser to sign the LOA with H & T Engineering dated June 8, 2026.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 3 Councilperson Bailey                                                     NAYES - 0
                  Councilperson Allott
                  Supervisor Reusser

Councilperson Bailey inquired if the Highway Department could put sandbags around the foundation wall for now to protect from further erosion until the project is started.  Supervisor Reusser said she would speak to Charles Tutunjian to see about any interim measures that the town could take to protect the foundation wall until it is fixed.  
Supervisor Reusser did explain that the erosion underneath the stairs has been looked at by the county engineer and with H & T Engineering and both agree that it is safe and not in any danger.  
DSHES:
Supervisor Reusser explained that the Town of Elizabethtown under the state DSHES for FEMA projects are required to do a single audit form for projects up to a million dollars.  At the timing of the report, which was October 24, 2025, the town had not gone over the million-dollar amount so we weren’t responsible to do the audit but going forward it would be necessary because of the Roaring Brook and Noble Terrace Projects.  Supervisor Reusser asked for a motion from the board authorizing her to sign the Single Audit Certification Form.
RESOLUTION 103-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to authorize Supervisor Reusser to sign the Homeland Security Emergency Services Single Audit Form. All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 3 Councilperson Allott                                                 NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Bailey
                   Supervisor Reusser


DPW:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that DPW has completed the walking bridges at the footbridge.  The new baseball field is almost done on Noble Terrace, and a back stop was donated by the school.  Their focus now is mowing and getting ready for E-town Day.

COBBLEHILL GOLF COURSE:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned that the golf course is financially doing well.  They are up in sales at about $1,000.00 from last year.  Membership is down but not by much.

NYS PARKS AND REC GRANT:
Supervisor Reusser explained that this grant is for the Windsor Memorial Park.  Collier’s is working on the design, Gregg Bawlowski did the graphic survey and Kevin Hall is working on the boundaries, once those two things are completed the design can be finished.  
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that the American Legion Post 551 would like a resolution from the Town of Elizabethtown in support of rehabilitation of the monuments at Windsor Memorial Park.
RESOLUTION 104-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey in support of American Legion Post 551 rehabilitation of monuments at Windsor Memorial Park.  All in favor, motioned carried.
AYES- 3 Councilperson Allott                                                  NAYES - 0
                 Councilperson Bailey
                 Supervisor Reusser

NYS AG & MARKETS DOG CONFINEMENT BLDG GRANT:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that the town was not awarded the grant for the dog confinement building.  Supervisor Reusser is working with the county on other options and will inform the board once she has more information. 

CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES/PRO-HOUSING UPDATE:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that a Pro-Housing Grant is being worked on with Adam DeSantis from ROOST. 
Climate Smart Communities – Supervisor Reusser is working on this project.  She had been working with someone from the Adirondack North Country Association (ANCA) that was their contact person for Climate Smart but has since left so she emailed a document informing them what information the town needs to complete this project, she is waiting to hear back from them.
Glen Shafer, guest speaker, wanted to speak about Climate Smart and offered to help with whatever the town needs to be in Climate Smart Compliance. Supervisor Reusser mentioned she is going to organize a task force committee and invited him to join.

CDBG GRANT APPLICATION:
Supervisor Reusser discussed that to move forward with the NYS CDBG Rehabilitation application, one of the requirements is to schedule a public hearing to fund applicants who have housing issues such as new septic, new roof or new windows, etc.
RESOLUTION 105-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Allott to advertise for a Public Hearing on July 21, 2026, for the purpose of applying for the CDBG Grant to fund applicants who have housing issues such as new septic’s, new windows, new roofs, etc.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 3 Councilperson Bailey                                                             NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Allott
                   Supervisor Reusser

BESS MORATORIUM:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned that there has been a lot of discussion on this subject within Essex County.  She has also attended a presentation that the County Attorney presented on moratoriums.  She handed out information on Battery Energy Storage Systems to everyone.  As she learns more, she will pass the information on.

ESSEX COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL:
Supervisor Reusser asked for a resolution to administer a $1,000.00 grant for Candy Cane Quartet (Kelsey Carroll).  They will be doing musical presentations around the holidays.
RESOLUTION 106-26:
A resolution was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey for Supervisor Reusser to administer a $1,000.00 grant for Candy Cane Quartet.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 3 Councilperson Allott                                              NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Bailey
                   Supervisor Reusser


WEBSITE LAUNCH PARTY:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that the website launch party will be held on June 18th from 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM at Counter Space.  They have a tent going up in case of inclement weather. There will be music, food, drinks and door prizes.  Everyone is welcome to attend.  This will give us the opportunity to thank everyone who was involved in getting the new website up and running.

FINANCIALS:
Supervisor Reusser discussed that there were transfers this month and needed a resolution to approve the transfers.
RESOLUTION: 107-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Allott to accept all transfers.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Reusser asked for a resolution to approve the Supervisor’s Report

RESOLUTION: 108-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to accept the Supervisor’s Report.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 3 Councilperson Allott                                             NAYES - 0
                   Councilperson Bailey
                   Supervisor Reusser

Supervisor Reusser asked for a resolution to pay all bills.



RESOLUTION: 109-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to pay all bills for Abstract #5 ABS 177-229.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES – 3 Councilperson Allott
                   Councilperson Bailey              
                    Supervisor Reusser


 


FUND                                                                   PAID                                              UNPAID
General Fund                                                $44,882.88                                  $52,950.32
Highway Fund                                                                                                         $15,805.98
Ambulance Fund      
Lighting District                                      $   1,259.41
Garbage                                                                                                                      $  8,907.69
Water District 1                                                                                                       $         25.00
Water District 3                                                                                                       $  4,060.85
TOTAL                                                               $46,142.29                                   $81,749.84  
                                                                                            $127,892.13                

Meeting Adjourned at 7: 23 PM.

Respectively Submitted,


Patti l Doyle
Town Clerk                         
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