REGULAR BOARD MEETING
TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN
AUGUST 18, 2026

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown, County of Essex and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7563 Court Street,
Elizabethtown, New York 12932 on August 18, 2026, and the public was welcome to attend.
PRESENT: Councilperson Wright           GUEST:   Elena Borstein
                      Councilperson Allott                                  Mike Dunsmore
                      Councilperson Morris                                Gerald Zahavi
                      Councilperson Bailey                                 Jack Pulsifer
                      Supervisor Reusser                                     Dr. Moisan
                                                                                                    Patti Walsh
                                                                                                    Nel Shafer & Glenn Shafer
                                                                                                    Mary McGowan

Supervisor Reusser called the meeting to order at 6:35PM.
Supervisor Reusser started the meeting asking for a moment of silence for Henry Galm who passed away and worked for the Town of Elizabethtown Highway Department for eight years.
RESOLUTION 121-26: A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Morris to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2026, Regular Board Meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Bailey                                    NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Morris
             Councilperson Wright
             Councilperson Allott
             Supervisor Reusser
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:
DPW Superintendent, Jack Pulsifer informed the board that there will be a Celebration of Life for Henry Galm on Sunday, August 23, 2026, at 2:00 PM at the Cobble Hill Golf Course, everyone is welcome to attend.
He also informed the board that they were almost finished putting down stone to reinforce the riverbanks up at Roaring Brook where the washout was last spring. He also informed the board that they were making progress on the Youth Commission field on Noble Terrace. 
Jack also asked the board if they would advertise for a Laborer position for the DPW to replace Henry.	
Supervisor Reusser asked for a resolution from the board to advertise for a Laborer position for the DPW.
RESOLUTION 122-26: A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Wright to advertise for a Laborer position for the Town of Elizabethtown DPW starting August 24, 2026, for two weeks.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Allott                                       NAYES: 0
              Councilperson Wright
              Councilperson Morris
              Councilperson Bailey
              Supervisor Reusser
Supervisor Reusser asked for a resolution in memory of Henry Galm who worked for the town starting in 2019 as a maintenance golf course employee and in 2020 he was put on as a full-time employee for the Town Highway Department.  He was always willing to help anyone who needed it and loved playing golf. Councilperson Morris mentioned that Henry was always willing to help on Noble Terrace when it came to the hockey rink or the fields, which was above and beyond what his town duties were.
RESOLUTION 123-26: A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Wright for a resolution in memory of Henry Galm who worked for the Town of Elizabethtown for eight years.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Allott                                       NAYES: 0
              Councilperson Wright
              Councilperson Morris
              Councilperson Bailey
              Supervisor Reusser

COBBLEHILL GOLF COURSE:
Supervisor informed the board that the town only received two applications for the two positions at the golf course.  She asked the board for a resolution to hire Jason Hughes and Steven Batten as per diem maintenance workers for golf course.
RESOLUTION 124-26: A motion was made by Councilperson Morris, seconded by Councilperson Allott to hire Mr. Hughes and Mr. Batten as maintenance workers for the Cobble Hill Golf Course.
AYES: Councilperson Morris                                      NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Allott
             Councilperson Wright
             Councilperson Bailey
             Supervisor Wright
               
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that Mr. Dunsmore provided the board with a financial report to date on how the golf course is doing financially.  Mr. Dunsmore mentioned that to date the golf course is $14,000 to $15,000 in revenue ahead of last year at this time.  There is also an increase in the number of green fees this year. The revenue from the tournaments is about the same as last year, still with a few tournaments coming up.  He also mentioned that expenses were the same as last year or close to it.
CAPTIAL WATER/WASTEWATER:
The committee did meet on August 6th but because there was not a quorum there were no minutes taken.
Supervisor Reusser did mention to the board that the property they were interested in purchasing for the drinking water project did fall through so they will have to pursue other avenues. 
NOBLE TERRACE:
They poured the deck last week, so the project is coming along.  The drinking water supply line will be installed this week which is going on the underside of the bridge.  Councilperson Wright asked if the town should post a boil water notice for the people around that area who get their water supplied from there.  Supervisor Reusser said she would investigate it and talk to the engineers to make sure it is done correctly.  
CLIMATE SMART:
Supervisor Reusser introduced guests regarding Climate Smart Communities and Pro-Housing.  She introduced Glenn Shafer and Marvin Malek who spoke about Climate Smart Communities and Pro-Housing and the steps that need to be done to become certified.  Mr. Shafer mentioned that as a group here tonight they would be interested in assisting the Town Board to organize a Climate Smart Communities Task force and appoint one or two board members to be a liaison between the task force and the Chief executive of the task force, which is also required.
Supervisor Reusser mentioned that the town is registered and has been working with Northern Forest Center because it is a check box for our WQIP and WIIA funding sources for our Wastewater Project. We are also working with Adirondack North Country in Saranac to begin the process of what you have spoken about tonight.  She mentioned as the town takes steps to become bronze certified the town would utilize and appreciate all the help to get certified.
Mr. Shafer also mentioned that on September 13, 2026, at 6:00PM there will be an educational meeting on Solar.  If anyone is interested in learning about solar are welcome to attend.  
Councilperson Bailey did offer to be a part of the task force once the town gets to that phase of the certification.

FOOTBRIDGE:
Supervisor Reusser spoke with Charles Tutunjian, H & T Engineering, regarding the footbridge project.  As she mentioned at the last meeting, the project will be broken down into two phases; repairing the erosion on the back under the stairs and the next phase will be repairing the foundation scour and retaining wall next year. She expects that project to start in the next couple of weeks.

TOWN CLERK- NYS DOG LAW-A1550 DONATION REQUIREMENTS:
In New York State, Article 1550 of the Agriculture and Markets Law governs the regulation of animal shelters, including those that receive donations.
Resolution:
 WHEREAS, the Town of Elizabethtown issues dog licenses pursuant to Article 7 of the New York State Agriculture and Markets Law; and 
WHEREAS, recent amendments to New York State Agriculture and Markets Law require municipalities issuing dog licenses to provide applicants with the opportunity to make voluntary contributions to an animal shelter selected by the municipality;
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown recognizes the valuable services provided by the SPCA for enforcing dog control regulations, and caring for stray and surrendered animals within Essex County; and
WHEREAS, 	the Town Board desires to designate SPCA as the animal shelter utilized by the Town of Elizabethtown for the purposes of receiving voluntary 
collected through the town’s dog licensing program; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board further desires that all voluntary contributions collected through the town dog licensing program and deposited into a revenue account listed as “Donations & Gifts-Animal Shelter”, be remitted annually to North Country SPCA in accordance with applicable laws and accounting procedures; and
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to take any actions necessary to implement this resolution and to update dog licensing forms and procedures accordingly.
RESOLUTION 124-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Wright, seconded by Councilperson Allott to use North Country SPCA animal shelter to receive voluntary contributions through the dog licensing program.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Wright                          NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Allott
             Councilperson Morris
             Councilperson Bailey
             Supervisor Reusser
NYS PARKS AND REC GRANT:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned to the board that on Thursday, August 21, 2026, there will be an informational meeting on the design of the Windsor Park.  She 
discussed the structural assessment of the Band Stand which was built around 1942.  Studio A has done their evaluation, and they have sufficient concerns that need to be addressed.  Councilperson Bailey and Councilperson Allott expressed some concerns about their evaluation of the structure of the band stand and how they are comparing codes rules to a new structure compared to a structure that is already there.  They both agreed that the band stand should be brought up to code and not torn down and replaced with a new band stand.
Supervisor Reusser mentioned to the board that Matt Simpson, 114th Assemblyman, contacted her regarding some DASNY funds that were available for Capital Projects.  The town applied for the funds in the amount of $50,000 which could be used for the Windsor Park project if awarded.
Elaina Borstein, guest in the audience, congratulated the Town Board for getting this project underway.


OTHER BUSINESS:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that the St. Elizabeth’s Rectory had a water leak and was not aware of it because the building had been vacant for a year.  When the water meter was read it was discovered a million gallons had been used over the course of the year.  Since then, the water has been shut off and resolved.  Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that she was asked indirectly if the town would consider negotiating the water bill because of the water usage and the amount of the bill which was $2,342.20.  After some discussion it was agreed that the water bill should be paid in full by the church.

Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that the current drinking water system requires a 2 B certification.  Our current person has a C certification but is also interested in taking the advanced classes to become 2 B certified, which will take some time.  She also has been talking to Suozzo, Doty & Associates, they just hired Mike Metcalf from AES Northeast who is certified in all the water criteria and wastewater.  He has the 2 B that we need and the deed.  Morse Coolidge from NY Rural Water works helping towns be compliant and she would like to go out to advertise for such a position and contract with them separately to help us get through this period while we are getting this new water system with the correct certification.  She also became aware of the potential for another town employee who might be also interested in getting his certification. Supervisor Reusser also mentioned that the town has already advertised for a Water Superintendent position but has not received any responses from the community.  Dave Dickinson would be supervised through this period.
Supervisor Reusser asked for a resolution to advertise for a Water Superintendent and explore additional costs for these added  services from Suozzo, Doty & Associates and Morse Coolidge.








RESOLUTION 125-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to advertise for the position of Water Superintendent and explore additional costs for these added services from Suozzo, Doty & Associates and Morse Coolidge.All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Allott                                 NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Bailey
             Councilperson Morris
             Councilperson Wright
             Supervisor Reusser
VERIZON BILL:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that she finalized the last bill with Verizon after many months of negotiations.  She informed the board the final bill with Verizon was $2,234.00
YOUTH COMMISSION:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that the Youth Commission has had a busy summer.  The summer program is over and gearing up for soccer.
TRAILS:
Councilperson Allott informed the board that the trails around Elizabethtown
are in good condition.  He also let them know that every Tuesday trails are worked on.  Otis Festival this year will be from September 10- 12th, 2026.
RESOLUTION 126-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Wright, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to accept all transfers.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Wright                                NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Bailey
             Councilperson Allott
             Councilperson Morris
             Supervisor Reusser
RESOLUTION 127-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Morris to accept the Supervisor’s Report.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Allott                                   NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Morris
             Councilperson Wright
             Councilperson Bailey
             Supervisor Reusser
RESOLUTION: 128-26
A motion was made by Councilperson Allott, seconded by Councilperson Wright to pay all bills for Abstract #8 ABS 334-367.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Allott                             NAYES: 0
              Councilperson Wright
              Councilperson Morris
              Councilperson Bailey
              Supervisor Reusser

FUND                                                    PAID                                                 UNPAID
General Fund                                $4,844.39                                          $33,755.16
Highway Fund                                      365.32                                               5,128.44
Ambulance District
Lighting District                               1,563.23
Garbage                                                                                                                   119.92
Water District #1                                 124.24
Water District #3                                 740.34                                              2,693.02
Total                                                    $7,637.52                                        $41,696.54
                                                                                           $49,334.06

No further business, meeting was adjourned at 7:27PM.

Respectively Submitted,



Patti L Doyle
Town Clerk 

                                                                                                                                     





             






             
 





