REGULAR BOARD MEETING
TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026

A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Elizabethtown, County of Essex and the State of New York was held at the Town Hall, 7563 Court Street,
Elizabethtown, New York 12932 on September 15, 2026, and the public was welcome to attend.
PRESENT: Councilperson Morris                    GUEST: Patty Walsh
                       Councilperson Bailey                                     Harry Gough
                       Supervisor Reusser                                         Dr. Moisan
                                                                                                         Jack Pulsifer
ABSENT: Councilperson Allott
                   Councilperson Wright

Supervisor Reusser called the meeting to order at 6:30PM.
RESOLUTION 130-26: A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Morris to approve the minutes of August 18, 2026, Regular Board Meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Bailey                   NAYES: 0
              Councilperson Morris
              Supervisor Reusser
RESOLUTION 131-26: A motion was made by Councilperson Morris, seconded by Councilperson Bailey to approve the minutes of the September 1, 2026, Wastewater & Capital Water meeting. All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Bailey                       NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Morris
             Supervisor Reusser
CAPITAL WATER PROJECT:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that she is still pursuing land west of town for the Capital Water Project.  She mentioned that Councilperson Morris and herself are meeting with a landowner next week and will inform the board after they meet. Supervisor Reusser also discussed with the board whether it would be feasible to consider the Footbridge but with the procedures and guidelines the town are required to follow, she felt purchasing property for the water project would be a better solution.


WASTEWATER PROJECT:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned that there was not a lot going on now.  Engineering is working on the 30% design and is waiting to hear about the grant announcements which could be anytime.
NOBLE TERRACE:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that the town had an incident last week at Noble Terrace.  Birdsall was testing the new water supply distribution pipe which is now on top of the bridge instead of in the river.  They pressure tested it which went well but when they chlorinated the pipe to kill anything that might have gotten in during construction, an error occurred when they opened the valves instead of draining the chlorinated water from the system. It was inadvertly sent up Noble Terrace to the homes and residents called and made us aware of the situation. The town immediately flushed all the fire hydrants and notified all the residents to run their water for a while and not to drink the water until testing was complete.  Chlorine and bacterial testing were done and came back clear.  We are now waiting for the Department of Health to give us the ok to close the hole, then Birdsall will come back and finish up and be inspected by the State.  Once we are notified by the state that the bridge can be opened Supervisor Reusser would like to do some type of ribbon cutting but she will let everyone know.
· Supervisor Reusser mentioned to the board that late today prior to the meeting she received invoices for Noble Terrace from H & T Engineering.
· Supervisor Reusser authorized the invoices to be paid although it won’t be on the bills being approved tonight. 
· Invoices are within the contract with H & T Engineering and are eligible under FEMA, the board already has a resolution authorizing payments.
FOOTBRIDGE PROJECT:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that she will have the final design for the project by the end of the week.
· Getting materials ready to start next week and work will be done by our DPW department.
· Fixing the slope scour first beneath the steps and next year they will fix the foundation above the abutments along with Brainard’s Forge because of the timeline of not being able to be in the water after the 30th of this month.


DPW:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned that Jack, Superintendent of DPW, received five applications for the Laborer position that was advertised.  Jack did interview two applicants and would like to hire Mason Phinney who lives here in Elizabethtown with a base rate of $18.00 per hour.
RESOLUTION 132-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Morris to hire Mason Phinney for the position of Laborer. All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Bailey                          NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Morris
              Supervisor Reusser
GOLF COURSE:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned to the board that Mr. Dunsmore prepared a statement showing the board the comparison of performance in 2025 verses 2026.  He will also be doing a more detailed report showing the expenses for 2025 verses 2026 for our next meeting.
Councilperson Bailey made the comment that it is nice to see a profit in 2026 compared to 2025 but would like to see what the cost was for the past two years and compare that also.
Supervisor Reusser would like to also increase the salary of some of the employees who have worked there for years and never had an increase in salary.  She will be discussing that matter at budget time.
NYS PARKS & REC:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that they are working on the final design for the park.  They are discussing putting in a sidewalk from Main Street around the park perimeter to have a safe space for people to walk on to prevent getting hit by a car.
· She also mentioned that Jim Beaton and other members of the American Legion took the WWII plaque apart and Jack Pulsifer has taped off the area for safety precautions until next year when the plaque will be mounted on a piece of granite.  The American Legion is taking care of that.
· Jack is going to replace the flag in the park and at the town hall once he gets in touch with the county to use their boom truck.

CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board that she is working with the Adirondack Association to obtain CFC Bronze Level. She is working with Erin Hanczyk from Northern Forest. 
On Sunday, September 27th at 6:00PM at the Adirondack Museum there will be a Smart Communities meeting on Residential Solar and Jeff Allott will be speaking.  
CDBG GRANT:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that she is completing the application process.  One of the requirements that she must complete is a 504 Self Evaluation of our Town Hall.  The town applied for this grant last year and did not get it.  She explained the purpose of the grant is to help qualified homeowners improve the conditions of their homes within the community.  There is an application that the homeowner must fill out along with financials to be eligible to qualify.  If they qualify it allows them to make improvements and repairs to their homes such as receiving a new heating system, new roof, windows or new septic system.  
NEW RUSSIA PICNIC:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that the New Russia picnic is Sunday, September 20, 2026, at 1:00 PM, everyone is invited and asked to bring a dish.
NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM PUBLIC HEARING:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that she has completed the National Flood Insurance Program with DEC.  They are reviewing the application; we will have Public Hearing in advance to our regular board meeting on October 20th at 6:15PM on the National Flood Insurance Program.  It follows all the new FEMA flood maps and describes what the flood insurance is all about.   She has the all the information if any board member would like to review it.
BUDGET MEETING DATES:
Supervisor Reusser discussed with the board and set up dates for the 2027
budget workshop.  The dates set will be October 6th, October20th and November 3rd at 6:00 PM.  Budget is due by November 20, 2026, and she would like to have our budget done by the regular board meeting on November 17, 2026.
COURT ROOM:
The mini split in the court room has stopped working, it is a fifteen-year-old unit.
Supervisor Reusser would like to purchase some type of cooling unit without spending too much.  She would like to see the board do a building project on the town hall at some point so she feels it would be wise to just purchase some type of wall unit for the court.  She is going to get a couple of bids and keep it under $1500.00.
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that they will be putting in a new water line on River Street next week.  There will be flag men there to help with traffic.
Burrell agreed to pave that section when they do Noble Terrace once the bridge project is complete.
· Jack Pulsifer, Superintendent, informed the board that they are continuing making sand up at the Bronson mine and they will eventually be making gravel.   Eventually we are going to crush our own stone and make gravel but right now it is important to get the sand we need for the winter ahead.
BUILDING & CODES:
Gordon has been busy this year. Supervisor Reusser will have a report at the next board meeting on the number of building permits for 2026.
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that the Chamber of Commerce had a meeting last week and they voted to dissolve. She will be sending them a thank you note thanking them for the number of years they have worked for the town.
TRAILS:
Supervisor Reusser mentioned that the trails are being used and they have been very busy.
GARBAGE & BUDGET:
Discussion whether to purchase a new truck or swap a truck.  Right now, they are using the yellow truck from Highway to pick up garbage on Thursday’s, and the question is when the truck needs repair do we take it out of highway or the garbage district.  Supervisor Reusser said they will discuss it at budget time.
DOG CONTROL:
Mike McCarroll hasn’t been too busy.
PLANNING/ZONING BOARD:
Harry Gough asked if they could have a copy of the preliminary design for Windsor Park.  Supervisor Reusser said she would email him a copy.  He also asked if there are any grants out there for the Comprehensive Plan that is being worked on.  Supervisor Reusser said she would talk to Anna Reynolds and will get the information he needs and will get back with him.
TRANFERS:
Supervisor Reusser asked for a motion to approve all transfers.
RESOLUTION 133-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Morris, seconded by Councilperson Bailey.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Morris                             NAYES: 0
              Councilperson Bailey
              Supervisor Reusser
SUPERVISOR REPORT:
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson Morris to approve the Supervisor’s Report.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Bailey                             NAYES: 0
             Councilperson Morris
             Supervisor Reusser
BILLS:
Supervisor Reusser asked for a motion to pay all bills.
RESOLUTION 134-26:
A motion was made by Councilperson Bailey, seconded by Councilperson 
Morris to pay all bills.  All in favor, motion carried.
AYES: Councilperson Bailey                        NAYES: 0
              Councilperson Morris
              Supervisor Reusser






FUND                                             PAID                                                  UNPAID
  
General Fund                         $1,651.34                                       $83,485.58
Highway Fund                                 91.13                                    $198,359.93      
Ambulance Fund          
Lighting District                          550.19       
Garbage                                                                                                            39.60
Water District 1                           144.24                                                125.00 
Water District 3                       3,447.20                                            1,597.59

Total                                               5,884.10                                       283,607.70  
                                                                                    $289,607.70
OTHER BUSINESS:
Supervisor Reusser informed the board that the Adirondack Harvest Festival is Saturday, September 19, 2026, at the Westport Fair Grounds from noon to 5:00 PM.
Jack Pulsifer, Superintendent, also mentioned that on the 23rd he will be going to the fairgrounds to attend the monthly highway meeting, they will be having a salt reduction meeting which will qualify the town to be eligible to get reimbursed on live edge and other salt reduction reimbursements.  They will also be having safety training that day.

Harry Gough who works for Homeland Security Emergency Services in Region three is trying to get started what is called “Disaster Ready” which is an applicant assistant training to teach Highway Superintendents what to do and not do when a disaster hits.  They are also trying to put together for Town Supervisor’s to help them learn what to do when disaster hits their towns.

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,


Patti L Doyle
Town Clerk
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